
 

 

Family Connections and Life of James Hooper 

 Paper by Elizabeth Boyle in Filing Case A at the Maryland Historical Society 

  

 The subject of these memoirs was born at Fells Point, Baltimore Town July 5 

1804 and for more than half a century of his life was a prominent ship owner of this port. 

He was a resident of Baltimore the entire ninety four years of his life and was always 

deeply interested in its progress. 

 

 Mr. Hooper was one of the originators of the Baltimore Warehouse and as its first 

president refused a salary of five thousand dollars a year rather than have this new 

enterprise thus burdened. The Baltimore Warehouse company was formed a year later 

charted by the State of Maryland January 1867 with an authorized capital of one million 

dollars. Mr. James H. Barney succeeding Mr. Hooper as president, John Hopkins, 

Thomas Kenset, Henry James, W.E. Hooper, S. M. Shoemaker, James A. Carley and 

James S. Whedbee  as members of the Company. (See book edited by Geo. S. Howard in 

1873, Page 131) 

 

 This new arrangement was most unsatisfactory to Mr. Hooper after his year of 

earnest and valuable labor, so feeling himself unappreciated he resigned from the 

Warehouse notwithstanding the persuasions of the members of the Company to have him 

continue with them as a member. Before engaging in the shipping business Mr. Hooper 

accumulated quite a fortune in the wholesale clothing trade having stores not only in 

Baltimore, Maryland but also two stores in Richmond, Virginia, one in Fredericksburg, 

Virginia and one each in Petersburg and Parrensville Virginia.  Mr. Hooper’s wonderful 

love and knowledge of ships, however, and shipbuilding seemed to have been nothing 

short of a talent for there was no part or parts of the most intricate detail Mr. Hooper 

could not describe or observe in a moment. His old friend Mr. Reeder told him how 

wonderful a ship He could fashion. 

 

 Mr. Hooper never commanded a ship though he owned a number and crossed the 

ocean numerous times there being scarcely a North or South American water in which the 

colors of his crafts were not found flying nor were they unknown in European waters. 

Mr. Hooper’s father was a sea captain as also were his sons William Brannon Hooper and 

his brother, Captain Edward Hooper. Therefore Mr. Hooper often received the title 

“Captain” perhaps due to those facts together with his own business interests which at 

one time made him numbered amongst the wealthiest merchants of Baltimore,. 

 

 The old firm J. Hooper & Co. Shipping and Commission Merchants was a 

familiar sign for more than fifty years at the N.E. of Gay and Lombard streets. Mr. 

Hooper’s office at that location adjoined that of Mr. Johns Hopkins and during the half 

century both men were good friends. One day before the wealth of Mr. Hopkins was 

apparent he asked Mr. Hooper’s financial assistance to tide him over a great difficulty. 

His request was cheerfully granted and the wheel of fortune was the result to Mr. 

Hopkins. 

 

 Mr. Hooper’s unusual career began during the War of 1812-14 when but a lad of 



 

 

eight years of age he bravely took the place of a man aboard the schooner “Comet” which 

was at the head of Barney’s flotilla protecting the Port of Baltimore. Men were scarce so 

young James  in the little uniform of an American soldier took the place of as powder 

monkey carrying powder from the magazines to the guns, thus doing a man’s work and 

affording the services of an extra man to fire a gun instead, withstanding the dangers 

which surrounding him. Few children are so brave. The“Comet” was commanded by 

Captain Thomas Boyle. By a strange coincidence there was a seaman aboard by the same 

name, James Hooper, but no relation at all to the little powder monkey whose father 

Captain James Hooper had already enlisted in Captain Lawrence’s Company 6
th

 

Regiment (see page 327 in Wm M. Marine’s British Invasion).  

 

 May I add here a few lines of praise and commendation for the self sacrificing 

noble hearted mother who surrounded in her little home in Fells Point by four other small 

children encouraged her eldest her boy of eight years in his brave and patriotic ideals 

while her loneliness and anxiety for the safety of husband and son must have been great. 

She was repaid the remainder of her life by the knowledge that no son was ever more true 

to his home his mother and his country. 

 

 As descendents of three or four different “Hooper families” reside in Maryland I 

had better cite here that the subject of these memoirs was a son of Captain James Hooper 

of Fells Point and a grandson of  John Hooper born in Boston August 18,1744, who 

enlisted February 16,1775 in the great War of Revolution as a private in the 7th Company 

Battalion of Regular Troops in service of the Province of Maryland (see Revolutionary 

Records in the Maryland Historical Society). 

 

 John Hooper was a brother of the Honorable William Hooper, a signer of the 

Declaration of Independence (representing the State of North Carolina). John Hooper was 

likewise a son of Reverend William Hooper of Trinity Church Boston, a native of 

Scotland. John Hooper located in Frederick County, Maryland while his two brothers 

resided in Wilmington, North Carolina. The latter was the first president Of Cape Fear 

Bank in Wilmington. 

 

 John Hooper’s brother Thomas married a lady of large estate in London, England 

where he afterwards lived. John Hooper’s only sister Mary married in 1768 John Russell 

Spence also of England where they resided. (Vol. 28?) 

 

  John Hooper’s mother was Miss Mary Dennie of Boston before her marriage to 

the Reverend William Hooper October 18 1739 (see Boston Marriages Vol. 28 page 

233). Reverend William Hooper died in Boston April 14, 1767. (Sprague’s Annals of the 

American Pulpit Vol. 5 page 123). He was born in 1702 near Kelso, Scotland and came 

to America soon after his graduation from Edinborough University in 1723. His only 

daughter Mary was remarkable for her unusual beauty. 

 

  Again referring to the War of 1812-14 I wish to say a word of Commander 

Joshua Barney, the Marylander who organized the Flotilla to keep the British out of 

Baltimore and Washington. This Flotilla was bottled in the Patuxent and destroyed by the 



 

 

Americans themselves, but Barney with his men made the only stand which was against 

Ross and Cochrane when they made their marauding descent upon Washington. Barney 

commanded a ship from mid-Atlantic to Nice when he was only 15 years of age and more 

than any man in the history of the State of Maryland deserves the title “Gallant”. 

 

 Mr. Hooper one of the last of the “Old Defenders” died March 14, 1898 and is 

buried beside his first wife in his family lot in Greenmount Cemetery. Throughout his life 

he was an ardent lover and defender of the flag. So prominent indeed was this trait of his 

character that in deference to his oft repeated wish an American flag was placed upon his 

casket by Mr. Albert Hadel and other members of the “Society of the War of 1812” in the 

State of Maryland and a special meeting was held by the Society to pass resolutions of 

sympathy together with a historical resume of Mr. Hooper’s gallant services. 

 

  In the War with Mexico Mr. Hooper’s brig “Union” conveyed supplies for the 

army to the Gulf of Mexico. During the Civil War Mr. Hooper was among the staunch 

Union men in the State of Maryland and he did not transfer his ships during the War to a 

foreign flag for protection. On the contrary he gave the strictest orders to all his Captains 

to hoist nonother then the American flag whatever might be the consequences to his 

property. From his old home on the Liberty Road the flag was also displayed 

notwithstanding he was surrounded by neighbors who were Southern sympathizers. In 

consequence his neighbors threatened to destroy his home by fire. They relented however 

by only burning the gas house which furnished light for his home. The explosion was so 

great and the blaze so immense that crowds came to the scene from all directions. The 

flag however continued to wave until the war was over and never after did a year of his 

life pass without that same flag being raised on his home in Memory of all patriotic 

events especially on July Fourth and fifth his country’s day and his own Natal Day. 

 

  Mr. Hooper’s steamer “Tennessee” was the first steamer sailing from the port of 

Baltimore to the United Kingdom on the Continent. This took place June 16, 1855. A 

letter written by the late Ferdinand C. Latrobe of Baltimore was as follows:      

                                              August 29, 1895 

James Hooper, Esq. 

Of  J. Hooper & Co. 

My dear Sir: 

 

 I have your letter of August 29,1895 in which you state that it gives you pleasure 

to present to the city a perfect model of the steamship “Tennessee” the first steamer 

sailing from the port of Baltimore to the United Kingdom on the Continent. I assure you 

that it is with equal pleasure and great satisfaction for me as mayor to receive this most 

interesting relic of early history of commerce of this Port. One can scarcely  realize that 

from June 16,1856 when this steamer first sailed from Baltimore to Southhampton to the 

year 1895, a period of forty years such a wonderful increase in our commerce has taken 

place. I assure you that great care will be taken of this model of “Tennessee” and it will 

be placed among our most valued archives of the Municipal government. I avail myself 

of this occasion to present my compliments to you personally and to wish you a 

continuance of health and prosperity. I have not hesitated to say very often that you were 



 

 

in my estimation one of the oldest and most valued citizens of Baltimore. I am with great 

respect, 

 

Very truly yours, 

Signed: F.C. Latrobe, Mayor 

 

 In June 1864 Mr. Hooper lent his services to his third War for then it was that he 

Charted to the United States his Bark “General Berry” for transportation of 

quartermaster’s stores from New York to fortress Monroe for use of the Union Army. On 

the 10
th

 of July, 1864 she was captured and destroyed off Cape May New Jersey and 

burned to the water’s edge. The cruiser captured four other vessels during the same night 

and sent all the crews north as prisoners, including Mr. Hooper’s two sons William B. 

Hooper and Thomas J. Hooper who were captain and First Mate of the bark “General 

Berry” landing them at Cape May. 

 

  Mr. Hooper applied to the United States Government for redress making 

application to the third auditor Mr. Wilson but received no relief though he was insured 

by the government. When the Geneva Board of Arbitration was appointed, among 

matters inquired into was the loss of the Bark “ General Berry” and the English 

Government being required to pay to this Government for the use of  those who had lost 

by the expedition fitted out in England for the Confederacy $15,000,000.00. The amount 

of Mr. Hooper’s claim was mentioned with the rest but Mr. Hooper died without 

receiving a penny of the claim, though many times  have sessions of the House of  

Representatives passed the necessary appropriation bill. Each time however the 

committee reached adjournment without the matter being settled and thus disappointment 

after disappointment for a quarter of a century of his life. He even visited Washington 

and Senate only four days before his death at the advanced age of ninety-four years. 

 

  Another great disappointment in Mr. Hooper’s life was the loss of his handsome 

steamship known as the “Ann E. Hooper”. He owned or was part owner of eight or ten 

others but his one named for his wife was of special interest to him. On the bow rested a 

marble statue of this noble woman and in her hands a bouquet of sixteen roses 

representing her children nine sons and seven daughters. The steamer was a wonderful 

specimen of shipbuilding. Her cabins were finished in sandlewood and mahogany panels 

with mirrors on all sides reaching from ceiling to the floors (decks). 

 

  Her maiden voyage was marked by the crew’s heroic rescuing of twelve men 

from a burning vessel at sea and later by the loss of the statue before described and 

finally on her arrival in Liverpool by the death by a fever of her Captain Edward Hooper 

a brother of the owner. Mr. Hooper’s son William Brannon Hooper who was then first 

mate was promoted to Captaincy not withstanding his youth and taking his uncles place 

at the helm brought the “Ann E. Hooper” back to Baltimore in safety, little dreaming her 

next voyage would be her last. Yet such was her sad fate for she was completely wrecked 

when nearing the English Channel on her second voyage. 

 

  Frank Boyle Hooper of Newport News, Virginia, only son of Captain Wm. B. 



 

 

Hooper treasurers very much the handsome large oil painting of this steamer represented 

with her crew saving the men aboard the burning vessel at sea. The “Ann E, Hooper” was 

insured for one hundred and fifty thousand dollars all of which was promptly paid to Mr. 

Hooper. 

 

  At the age twenty Mr. Hooper married Miss Ann Elizabeth Brannan December 

29, 1824. Miss Brannan was one year his junior. Both represented old patriotic families 

and each of their two grandfathers took part in the War of the Revolution. Mr. Hooper 

also was a grand-nephew of the honorable William  Hooper a signer of the Declaration of 

Independence. Miss Brannan was of the same English ancestry as Gov. Benjamin Pierce 

of New Hampshire and President Franklin Pierce. Miss Brannan was a granddaughter of 

Captain Christian Pierce who fought with the Pennsylvania troops during the Revolution 

and was wounded at Paoli September 20, 1777. Miss Brannan was a graduate of a 

convent school where she became a Catholic at the age of sixteen. 

 

 Mr. Hooper was almost a self educated man, yet at the early age of twenty- one it 

was always his proud boast that not only did he provide a home for his wife and child but 

also for his mother and grand- mother, who was the widow of John Hooper and who 

before her marriage was Margaret Hughes. Her three brothers Andrew, Edward and 

Thomas Hughes fought with the Montgomery County troops during the Revolution. Miss 

Brannan’s father Thomas Brannan Jr. was a sergeant in the War of 1812 in Captain 

Galloway’s Company 46
th

 Regt. (Wm. Marine’s British Invasion page 227). Brannan Sr. 

was auditor acct. (xxiv,57B.W). Virginia in the War of the Revolution. 

 

 Mr, Hooper’s mother was a daughter of Captain Peter Davey Quartermaster of the 

14
th

 Virginia Regiment during the Revolutionary War. Miss Brannan was of the same 

ancestry as Honorable Thomas Humphreys who died September 1866 aged seventy 

years. Mr. Hooper gave each of his nine sons advantages of college educations and his 

seven daughters attended boarding schools at the Visitation Convents. The three eldest 

daughters Maria, Mary and Julia graduated at the Visitation Academy on Park Avenue 

and were classmates of Mary Carroll of Carrollton. A strong friendship followed and they 

were often numbered among the invited guests at Doughregan Manor. It was also their 

privilege to be entertained  at the Winan Mansion Alexandrofsky because of early social 

associations. 

 

 To visit European ports is quite a daily occurrence these days but before the Civil 

War it was quite an event when two of Mr. Hooper’s daughters Julia and Ann Elizabeth 

embarked on one of their father’s own vessels and visited England, Ireland and France. 

They also had as their guest a young violinist, the handsome son of a St. Louis banker 

Mr. Jos. Anderson and Miss Clara Gosnell of Baltimore who later was bridesmaid for 

Julia Hooper. The happy memories of their sojourns have often been related. 

 

 Mr. Hooper’s two sons William and Thomas were also of this party. All of Mr. 

Hooper’s children lived to advanced ages except two injured in accidents from which 

death resulted.        

 



 

 

 Mr. Hooper was a most indulgent father even importing a Shetland pony for his 

youngest son George, but his word was law and the respect paid him and his wife was 

most remarkable. Never have I seen its equal anywhere. His smile of approval or his 

glare of disapproval was all ever needed in his home. Peace and harmony reigned. 

 

 Mr. Hooper and his wife were like lovers to the last. Their youngest child George 

born in January 1850 died January 1,1926 leaving only one of  the sixteen living, Emma 

Rosalie Hooper born May 14,1848 and now a resident of Baltimore (since deceased). 

 

  A daguerreotype group picture of Mr. James Hooper and his wife and family is 

much treasured by their descendants. The picture was taken about the year 1850 when the 

family resided at Waverly Terrace, Franklin Square. Governor Thomas and Mr. Oliver 

Parker’s were neighbors and the social events including Mr. Gosnell and Mr. 

Kimberley’s entertainments together with those of the Fulton families left happy 

memories often mentioned  by our now departed relatives. 

 

 In the daguerreotype picture before mentioned Mr. and Mrs. Hooper are seated 

side by side in the center group; Maria (Mrs. Thomas Kemp) eldest child is next to her 

mother. Julia (later Mrs. James A. Boyle is next. Mary E.(Mrs. John Rex, St. Louis) to 

the left of the picture with little Virginia Caroline beside her in a pink dress. Averilla 

(later Mrs. E.J.Codd) and Ann Elizabeth (Mrs. Adam Duncan of New York) are standing 

to the right of the picture. The youngest daughter in a pink dress is Emma Rosalia Hooper 

the sole survivor of the family born May 1848. John, James, William and Samuel are 

standing in the rear of the picture and Edward and Charles are seated in front while 

George is on his mother’s knee. Two sons are absent from the group as Andrew W. died 

in 1849 at the age of ten years and lastly Thomas Hooper who was at sea when the 

picture was taken. 

 

 Mr. Hooper was a great grandson of Reverend William Hooper whose history is 

as follows: William Hooper born in the neighborhood of Kelso an old and considerable 

town of south of Scotland and seems to have been of a family quite independent in 

character and connections. At the village of Edanham or Edenmouth about two miles 

from Kelso this William was born in the year 1702. He graduated from the University of 

Edinburgh immediately on his becoming (of) age and soon after emigrated to America. In 

Boston when he fixed his residence he married Miss Mary Dennie. Their engagement 

was recorded October 18, 1739 (Boston Marriages book 28 page 233). One history tells 

us she was the twin sister of John Dennie and another history records her as the daughter 

of John Dennie a prominent merchant of Boston. She was therefore the great 

granddaughter of James Dennie who died May 7, 1691 (born about 1641 and who was 

the same ancestor of James and Mary Dennie of Boston to whom a daughter was also 

born in 1666 named Mary. They were grandparents to John Dennie.“Spragues” Annals of 

the American Pulpit Vol.  Page 123 gives the following history of William Hooper born 

in Scotland in 1702. 

 

 William Hooper came to this country a short time before his settlement here in the 

ministry. The West (Congregational) Church Boston was gathered on the third of June 



 

 

1737 and on the same day Mr. Hooper was unanimously chosen its Pastor. He accepted 

the call and was ordained on the 18
th

 day of May following. The sermon on the occasion 

was preached by himself. It is stated all the parts in the solemnities of the occasion were 

assigned by the church except one, that the minister and delegates claimed a right in the 

election of a person to give the right hand of fellowship. 

 

  Mr. Hooper continued in the exercise of his ministerial functions with great 

acceptance until the autumn of 1746 when without having given any previous intimation 

of his intentions he made a sudden transition to the Episcopal Church. The fact thus 

recorded by the Boston Evening Post of November 24 of that year: “Wednesday last the 

proprietors of Trinity Church in this town made choice of Reverend William Hooper 

(then settled Pastor of the church in west part of town) for their minister in the room of 

the Reverend Mr. Addington Davenport, deceased. Mr. Hooper immediately accepted the 

call and is going home for Orders in the Chester Man-of-War which we hear is to sail 

today or tomorrow. This event is the more surprising as Mr. Hooper had never signified 

his intention to any of his hearers nor was there the least difference between him and 

them and it is generally thought no minister was ever better respected and supported by 

his people than Mr. Hooper. 

 

  The ship in which Mr. Hooper embarked for England is said to have sailed on 

Sunday and it was natural that this circumstance should have been to his disadvantage 

especially by those who had no sympathy in the object contemplated by his voyage.”     

  

After receiving Episcopal ordination from Bishop Benson in 1747, He returned to Boston 

and was inducted to the Rectorship of Trinity Church on the 28
th

 of August of that year. 

The first deacon of the West Church Mr. James Gouch accompanied his minister to his 

new ecclesiastical and died it is believed in the Communion  of the Episcopal Church in 

1786 at the age of ninety three. Mr. Hooper seems to have had an acceptable ministry in 

Trinity Church as he had previously had in the West Church and the agitation produced 

by his change of relations was not of long duration. His later pastoral connections 

continued for twenty years lacking four months. He dropped dead in his garden without 

any previous illness on Tuesday the 14
th

 of April 1767. His funeral was attended on the 

Friday following and a sermon preached on that occasion by the Reverend William 

Walters from Rev. XIX, 13. 

 

  His wife who survived him was a twin sister of John Dennie eminent merchant of 

Boston. He (Rev. Wm. Hooper) is known to have had five children, four sons and one 

daughter. As stated previously his son William was graduated from Harvard College in 

1780, migrated to North Carolina and was one of the delegates from that Province to 

Congress that declared or National Independence and died in 1790. 

 The vital records and early deeds of New Hampshire refer to Reverend William Hooper 

of Madbury or Medbury. New Hampshire, a Baptist clergyman and the Massachusetts  

records record Hon. William Hooper’s burial in Guilford Battleground about  seven miles 

from Greensboro, N. C. 

 

  Rev. Wm. Hooper’s son George was a distinguished merchant of Wilmington N. 



 

 

C. and the first president of the Bank of Cape Fear. He died about 1821. Thomas became 

wealthy being married to a lady of large estate in England. John migrated first to New 

Hampshire and finally located in Frederick County, Maryland where his son James 

Hooper father of the subject of these memoirs was born.  

 

  John Hooper’s name alone appears on a New Hampshire deed in 1765. John 

Hooper was a soldier in the great War of the Revolution having enlisted February 

16,1775 as a private in the 7
th

 Company, Battalion of Regular troops in the service of the 

Province of Maryland.(From records  of the Maryland Historical Society). He died July 

27, 1813 at the home of his son Captain James Hooper, Fells Point Baltimoretown. 

 

 John Hooper was a devoted friend Lafayette whom he so closely resembled as to 

be often mistaken for him. Rev. Wm. Hooper’s daughter Mary married in 1768 (Boston 

Records Book 28 page ---) Mr. Russell Spence of London where she afterwards resided. 

She was celebrated for her personal beauty which was very remarkable. 

 

 A portrait of Rev. Wm. Hooper remained in the possession of  Rev. Dr. Hooper of 

North Carolina at the period of  the above history by Mr. Sprague (1852) and represented 

him as an uncommonly fine looking man an inheritance which passed to succeeding 

generations for John Hooper, born August, 1744 in Boston, Captain James Hooper his 

son  born in Frederick County and his grandson James Hooper Jr. born July 5,1804, Fells 

Point were all three remarkable for their fine appearance and unusual affable manners. 

The children of the last named sixteen in number were known in Baltimore as the family 

of “pretty” Hoopers several of whom were remarkably handsome. 

 

  In Vol. V page 124 Mr. Sprague speaks of the late Rev. Wm. Hooper as follows 

“As a Christian Devine and orator as versed in general learning and social life let his 

equals describe him. As a zealous friend ever intent in alleviating any distress and 

promoting the happiness of mankind his memory and every pledge  he has left will 

always be dear to those welfare was particularly dear to him” An allowance of  a hundred 

and ten pounds sterling was given his widow for the support of herself and family the 

coming year. 

 

  Mr. Bartel a friend of Rev. Wm. Hooper writes the following. “On the whole 

Rev. Mr. Hooper appears to have been marked by qualities uncommonly individual and 

sincere. In him the Christian (sic) was not lost in the sectarian and theologian did not 

overpower the man. I find something perhaps characteristic of him in general in a curious 

mixture of strong humor and holy indignation. If he had faults of which the register does 

not appear though some may think his desertion of his people implied, then I am 

confident they were not those of hypocrisy or double dealing in any form and his 

summary leaving of his charge perhaps only indicated a nature whose first necessity like 

that of all great natures was conformity between action and its thought. (from Sprague’s 

Annals Vol. V page 123-5) 

 

 So strikingly similar are the characteristics of Rev. Wm. Hooper and those of my 

dear grandfather James Hooper Jr. that I could not doubt the latter’s inheritance even had 



 

 

I had not been so fortunate as to have leaned the Hooper genealogy  from his own lips. 

The three histories however published by Sprague, Pope (page 312) have proven most 

helpful in verifying my statements together with the Boston births marriages and deaths 

Vols. 9,24,28 and 30, of its Record Commissioners reports  which should be in all State 

and Public Libraries. 

 

  Even in the case of religious feeling Rev. Wm. Hooper and his great-grandson 

proved their sincerity. Three times James Hooper Jr. was married by a Catholic priest, 

two of his wives were Catholics and all his children were of that faith yet he remained 

firm in his Protestant religion until a few years before his death. Then like his ancestor he 

suddenly determined to make a change and embraced the Catholic belief without any 

previous intimation of his intentions. 

 

 He called upon his life-long friend Monsignor Mc Colgan in 1892 and soon 

thereafter was received into the Church. James Cardinal Gibbons was so impressed by 

this act that he called to see Mr. Hooper at his home and gave him his special blessing. 

Mr. Hooper had also been a pew holder at5 the Cathedral for more than fifty years.  

 

 Mr. Hooper resembled Rev. William Hooper in another respect, for both men 

were distinguished for their manners which were remarkably elegant and accomplished; 

the latter was also quite eloquent. Mr. James  Hooper was tall and commanding in 

appearance and his countenance betrayed  the happiness of  a lovely disposition and a 

heart ever ready to help his fellow-men. His complexion was fair, eyes blue and features 

those of a statesman with a smile so winning and a manner so affable and gracious that 

young and old considered it a privilege to come in contact with him. He was of strong 

convictions and decided opinions which he always had the manliness to avow to friend 

and foe though the courtesy of a gentleman always characterized his intercourse with his 

fellow-man. When the rebellion came it never received either countenance or sympathy 

from Mr. Hooper. 

 

 To the Government he yielded a steady unfaltering and liberal support, not 

timidly and grudgingly but manfully and generously. His whole desire was to see the 

Union restored and no man deplored more than he the riot of the 19
th

 of April. It was the 

one day of his life when his gentle nature became aroused to its strongest limits. He did 

not believe in the necessity of such acts nor thought they prompted the purpose of those 

whose earnest desire was to see the Union brought together again a hope most ardently 

cherished by Mr. Hooper. 

 

 Honorable William Hooper the signer of the Declaration of Independence was 

born in 1742 and John Hooper his brother, two years later. William was the favorite son 

of his father perhaps because he was delicate from birth. He entered Harvard University 

at the age of fifteen where he remained three years. He commenced Bachelor of Arts in 

1760 and left college high in rank and reputation. He studied law under James Otis. 

 

  He began his career as a lawyer in North Carolina and resided in Wilmington. A 

magnificent monument now marks the exact spot where he lived. He married in the fall 



 

 

of 1767 Miss Anna Clarks of Wilmington N.C. a sister of General Thomas Clarks in the 

United States Army. He took his seat in Congress September 1774 and was associated 

with Dr. Franklin and Mr. Livingston in January 1776 on a committee to pay tribute of 

gratitude to the memory of General Montgomery who had fallen at Quebec. He finally 

moved to Hillsborough. His health failed in 1787 and he died at Hillsborough N. H. in 

October 1790. Of his descendants his grandson namely William, Professor of logic and 

rhetoric in the University of North Carolina (1852), Thomas a lawyer and James a 

merchant the two last resided in Fayetteville N.C. 

 

  Mr. James Hooper subject of these memoirs was a grandson of Captain Peter and 

Ann Davey. The latter died September 30, 1800, aged thirty -eight years (she was 

probably the daughter of  Andrew Hughes  of the Revolution). Captain Peter Davey as 

before stated was Quartermaster of the fourteenth Virginia Regiment during the 

Revolutionary War. He was the son of George Davey a native of England whose wife 

died March 22, 1795. So William Davey son of Captain Peter Davey married Anne 

Foulds March 18,1802.         

     

 Henrietta Maria Davey who married John James October 11, 1783 was a sister of 

Captain Peter Davey and Alexander Woodrope Davey (gentleman) was a brother. Jane 

Davey married Robert Berry Jr. February 11,1804 hence probably the name of Mr. 

Hooper’s Bark “General Berry” captured in the war of 1864. Mr. Hooper’s wife formerly 

Ann Elizabeth Brannon was the daughter of Thomas Brannon Jr. Sergeant of the war of 

1812 and granddaughter of Thomas Brannon Sr. of the Revolution.                


